Italian 423
The Italian Language Yesterday and Today
Professor





Office hours: days/times
Hagerty





or by appointment

Telephone: 





Final exam: date
E-mail:
Course description:

Welcome to Italian 423! The instructional approach taken in this course and in all of the intermediate and advanced Italian courses is Content-Based Instruction, which is a holistic approach to foreign language education; that is, you will develop your language skills (reading, writing, listening, speaking) while learning about a particular topic. The topic of this course is the development of the Italian language from its Latin origins to the linguistic diversity of Italy today. New vocabulary will be derived from the texts and the topics that you will discuss. Grammar will be reviewed as necessary, but a certain number of structures will be targeted for focused review or presentation. These grammar points will be referred to as Targeted Structures. 
We will begin by focusing on the development of vowels, consonants, vocabulary, and sentence structure from Latin to Italian. This is followed by analyses of the earliest documented use of Italian, the debate over which dialect should be the literary standard (la Questione della Lingua), and the linguistic diversity of Italy today. We will learn about the dialects of Italy – how they differ, where they are used, and by whom. The course will conclude by using films and contemporary short stories to examine the differences between the Italian language that is taught in the classroom and the language spoken in Italy today. Students will improve and refine all four language skills (reading, writing, listening, and speaking) by writing a variety of essays and class summaries, giving oral presentations, reading authentic Italian texts, and listening to music, films, and lectures. The Targeted Structures for this course are: the remote past, the passive voice, passive and impersonal ‘si’, the future tense, and the anterior future (for recognition only). 
Goals:

At the end of the course, students will have a firm grasp of how many Italian structures developed from Latin and how the national standard developed through the centuries. They will also improve their four language skills and develop a wide range of vocabulary and structures.
Language of instruction: Italian

Course texts:

· Italian/English or Italian/Italian dictionary

· Boccaccio, Giovanni. 1972. Andreuccio da Perugia. (Easy Reader Series) 
· Sensini, Marcello.1998. Le parole, le regole, i testi. Vol. C: I testi. Arnolodo Mondadori Scuola: Milano.
· Marchegiani Jones, Irene and Francesca Italiano. 1995. Crescendo. Boston: Thomson Heinle. (Also on reserve in the Main Library.)
On reserve at the Main Library:

· Bianchi, Matteo B. and  Valerio Millefoglie. 2004. Scontrini: Racconti in forma di acquisto. Milano: Baldini Castoldi Dalai
Note: Do not resell Crescendo if you are continuing in Italian. This text will be assigned in all intermediate-level courses and will be a useful text to consult in the advanced courses.

Grading:
Class summaries and essays


30%
Homework




15%

4 exams (including the final)


30%


2 oral presentations



15%

Attendance and participation


10%

Grading Scale:

  

	A 93-100
	B+ 88-89
	B- 80-82
	C 73-77
	D+ 68-69
	E 64-0

	A- 90-92
	B 83-87
	C+ 78-79
	C- 70-72
	D 65-67
	 


Class summaries and essays: You will practice and refine your writing skills and review the course material by writing summaries of the topics covered in class. Summaries will include the new vocabulary presented in class and a summary of the material covered in class. You must write at least 250 words for each entry, but you are encouraged to write more in order to be as complete as possible. Each Friday the summaries assigned during the week will be collected and graded using the rubric attached to this syllabus. If you miss class, you will write a summary of the reading and the class notes (that you will discuss with a classmate). There will be two essays assigned in this course. The first is a 350-word plot summary of the short story, Andreuccio da Perugia. The second is a 350-word summary (in Italian) of the film, Mediterraneo, which will be due during week 8 of the course. Italian majors can choose either essay to be included in the Portfolio. The summaries and essays will be graded using the rubric for written work attached to this syllabus.
Homework: Homework, other than the summaries and essays, will be assigned periodically and will be due the following class period (unless otherwise instructed). If you miss class, you must contact a classmate to find out the material covered and assigned and come to the next class meeting with the work completed. No late assignments will be accepted.

Exams: Three exams and a final will be given in this course. Do not miss the exams. You will only be allowed a make-up if you contact the instructor beforehand and provide a valid written excuse. A missed exam without prior notification will count as a zero. Please note the date and time of the final exam. The date and time of your final exam are determined by the university and cannot be changed. You should have no conflicts with exams in other courses. A missed final without prior notification will count as a zero.
Oral presentations: During the course you will participate in two oral presentations. The first will be a 15 minute presentation given during our discussion of the history of the Italian language. In groups of four or five, you will present the key issues in the development of the Italian language during an assigned century. Your group will meet with the professor during the preparation process to discuss the key issues to highlight in your presentation. You will read the information provided in your textbook as well as collect pertinent information from other sources. You must also include visuals and/or realia and all participants must speak. The second presentation will be a five-ten minute memorized dialogue modeled on the types of exchanges found in your readings Minchia che bona and Il buco nell’ozone, in which you will use the expressions/idioms discussed in class. Both presentations will be graded using the rubric for oral presentations attached to this syllabus. 
Attendance and participation: Regular attendance and participation in class are essential for learning a foreign language. Therefore, prepare carefully for class and be ready to participate by completing all assignments in advance.

Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Weekly schedule 
Settimana 1

M: Introduction to the course and course materials
Homework: Read Crescendo 188-193.
W: Review of reading strategies: Sensini 614-616, The remote past 
Homework: Worksheet on the remote past 
F: Substrata languages, the Roman expansion, the Romance languages; the remote past
Homework: Class summary, read Sensini 617-618, read Crescendo 412-4
Settimana 2

M: From Latin to Italian: Vowels, the passive voice
Homework: Class summary, read Sensini 618-619, grammar exercises
W: From Latin to Italian: Consonants, the passive voice
Homework: Class summary, read Sensini 619-621, read Crescendo 409-411, 415d
F: From Latin to Italian: Morphosyntactic changes, passive and impersonal ‘si’
Homework: Class summary, do Crescendo 411 activity A, read Sensini 621-622
Settimana 3
M: From Latin to Italian: Morphosyntactic changes and changes in the lexicon; passive and impersonal ‘si’
Homework: Class summary, worksheet on passive and impersonal ‘si’, read Sensini 623
W: From Latin to Italian: Morphosyntactic changes and changes in the lexicon, review for exam
F: EXAM
Homework: Read Sensini 627-629
Settimana 4

M: The history of the Italian language: The first documents and the 13th century

Homework: Class summary

W: The history of the Italian language: The 14th century, Preparation for oral presentation 

Homework: Class summary

F: Preparation for the oral presentation
Homework: Prepare oral presentations
Settimana 5

M: Oral presentations on the 15th century, 16th century, 17th century, 18th century 

Homework: Class summary
W: Oral presentations: 19th century, 20th century, Italian today, preparation for the exam
F: EXAM
Settimana 6

M: An introduction to Boccaccio, Introduction to Andreuccio da Perugia, reading strategies Andreuccio 7-9

Homework: Read Andreuccio 9-18, Read Crescendo pp. 155-159
W: Andreuccio 9-18, the future and future anterior
Homework: Read Andreuccio 21-32, grammar exercises
F: Andreuccio 21-32, the future and future anterior
Homework: Read Andreuccio 35-end
Settimana 7

M: Andreuccio 35-end
Homework: Summary of Andreuccio (350 words, double space), read Sensini 641-643
M: Introduction to the dialects of Italy/Classification of the Italian dialects and other languages spoken in Italy
Homework: Class summary, read Sensini: 644-646
W: Regional vs. standard Italian, features of the Italian dialects in contemporary pop songs 

Homework: Class summary, rewrite summary of Andreuccio
Settimana 8

M: Film: analyze features of regional Italian in clips from the films Il postino and Gianni Stecchino
Homework: Class summary, reading provided by instructor on Neostandard Italian
W: The future and anterior future, Neostandard Italian
Homework: grammar exercises, class summary
F: Neostandard Italian, clips from Mediterraneo with language analysis (Summary of Mediterraneo due)
Homework: Class summary, review worksheet
Settimana 9

M: EXAM 
Homework: Read Sensini 652-654
W: Linguistic registers

Homework: Read Il buco nell’ozone (13-15)
F: Youth language, Il buco nell’ozone (13-15)
Homework: Minchia che bona (20-25)
Settimana 10
M: Youth language, Minchia che bona (20-25)
Homework: Prepare presentation
W: Pair presentations
F: Pair presentations, review for final exam

French/Italian Evaluation of oral work       Name:________________   Grade:______

Amount of language used 
     A   
Student communicates significantly more than required to fulfill the task.

     B   
Student communicates more than required to fulfill the task.

     C   
Student communicates an adequate amount to fulfill the task.

     D   
Student communicates, but amount is less than adequate.

     F   
There is not enough speech to evaluate.

Fluency/Fluidity 
     A   
Speech is smooth and flowing.  No hesitation or rephrasing.

     B   
Speech is smooth for the most part.  Occasional hesitancy.  Some rephrasing.

     C   
Speech is generally hesitant and often choppy.

     D   
Speech is extremely hesitant and choppy.  Frequent pauses and/or unfinished 

            phrases.

     F   
Speech is limited to isolated words or short phrases.  No fluidity whatsoever.

Pronunciation 
     A    No or very little mispronunciation that interferes with comprehension.

     B    Mispronunciation rarely results in misunderstanding.

     C    Several mispronunciations resulting in some confusion and 




misunderstanding.

     D   
Frequent mispronunciation resulting in consistent confusion and 



misunderstanding.

     F   
Mispronunciation makes comprehension impossible.

Vocabulary 

     A   
Student uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriately.

     B   
Student uses a fairly wide range of vocabulary, most of which is used 

            appropriately.

     C   
Student uses an adequate range of vocabulary, but sometimes 



inappropriately.

     D   
Student uses a very limited range of vocabulary and often inappropriately.

     F   
Student shows no command of vocabulary.

Grammar 

     A   
No or few grammatical errors.

     B   
Some grammatical errors that do not result in misunderstanding.

     C   
Several grammatical errors resulting in occasional misunderstanding.

     D   
Many grammatical errors resulting in frequent confusion and 



misunderstanding.

     F   
Grammatical errors so frequent that communication is totally impeded.

Prepared role play/skits

     A   
Exchange is very well connected and clear with no hesitations.

     B   
Exchange is well connected with very few hesitations.

     C   
Exchange is somewhat choppy due to misunderstandings between 



participants.

     D   
Exchange is unconnected and extremely choppy due to misunderstandings 

between participants.

     F   
Student is unable to maintain her/his end of dialogue.  Totally unconnected.

Prepared Presentation
     A   
Presentation is well organized and content is covered in depth with elaboration 

            and detail.

     B   
Presentation is fairly well organized and content is covered in sufficient depth.

     C   
Presentation is somewhat organized and content is mostly covered adequately.

     D   
Presentation lacks organization and does not cover many significant aspects of


the topic.
     F   
Presentation is disorganized and misses most significant aspects of the topic.
French/Italian Evaluation of written work
    Name ___________________ grade ____

Content 

	A
	Significant, interesting, well conceived, appropriate to assignments, stays on task.  Rich in specific details and examples.

	B
	Generally good work, but some facts or arguments may be unsupported, or some repetitions or clichés may be apparent.

	C
	Only adequate development of content and arguments, shows occasional carelessness.

	D
	Inadequately or insufficiently developed.  No effort to make content significant to the topic at hand. Reader may be unsure of writer’s message.

	E       
	Wildly inappropriate or incoherent content.


Grammar

	A
	Good use of grammar, successful effort to use new forms and structures.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension.

	C
	Grammar communicates adequately, but limited in range; frequent errors.

	D
	Meaning often confused; errors very frequent and significant; needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Vocabulary

	A
	Good use of vocabulary, successful effort to use new forms and idioms.

	B
	Effort to use new forms, occasional errors do not impede comprehension, but at times poorly calqued from English.

	C
	Limited range of vocabulary, frequent errors and calques from English, or poor dictionary work.

	D
	Very limited vocabulary, meaning often confused; errors very frequent, needs major work.

	E       
	Unintelligible.


Style and Organization

	A
	Well-organized paragraphs and use of topic and summary sentences, convincing, easy to follow, highly readable.

	B
	Good evidence of structuring of paragraphs, with some unwieldy patterns.

	C
	Some attempts at organization, but few topic, development, or summary sequences.  Difficult to read.

	D
	Style is awkward, lack of organization undermines intelligibility, hard to follow.

	E       
	No evidence of planning in paragraph or sentence structure.


Typographic Accuracy

	A
	Good attention to details

	B
	Spelling, punctuation errors do not impede comprehension

	C
	Frequent errors in spelling and/or punctuation errors: use Spellcheck!

	D
	Unacceptably sloppy; accents not typed; use Spellcheck!

	E       
	Not intelligible.


Suggestions for next time:

